
 

 

Briefing for the Public Petitions Committee 

Petition Number: PE1377 

Main Petitioner: Mr Jack Turner and Mr Jack Paterson 

Subject: Reform of community council laws and procedures 

Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to increase the 
accountability of community councils while empowering and supporting their 
role and of community councillors thereby creating parity with local authorities 
and the Scottish Parliament.  

Background 

The petitioners outline a range of measures intended to achieve their aims 
including: 

 The removal of community council constitutions and reliance instead on 
the community council scheme as the paramount authority 

 Ensuring each local authority has a community council liaison officer 

 Proposals around campaigning for and conduct of community council 
elections, including, council size, length of office and election of chair 

 Ensuring public accountability in relation to community council 
accounts 

 The maintenance by each community council its own set of standing 
orders 

 A complaints procedure with ultimate recourse to the SPSO 

 Powers to suspend or remove individual community councillors for non-
criminal misconduct  

 The provision of professional support for community councils, and 

 Proposals on quorate issues, rules for dissolving community councils 
and provisions for de-selecting community councillors 

Scottish Government Action 

The legislation underpinning the operation of Community Councils is 
contained in Part 4 of the Local Government (Scotland) Act 19731.  The Act 
summarises the general purpose of community councils as being: 
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“to ascertain, co-ordinate and express to the local authorities for its 
area, and to public authorities, the views of the community which it 
represents, in relation to matters for which those authorities are 
responsible, and to take such action in the interests of that community 
as appears to it to be expedient and practicable” (section 51 (2)). 

The Scottish Government has in recent years supported a range of activities 
designed to support community councils.  These activities have included the 
development of a range of materials including a „model scheme for the 
establishment of community councils‟, a „model constitution for community 
councils‟, „model Standing Orders‟, a „Code of Conduct for Community 
Councillors‟ and „good practice guidance for local authorities and community 
councils‟.  These can be accessed at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/local-
government/CommunityCouncils 
 
These documents were developed following recommendations made by a 
„Community Council Working Group‟ established by the Scottish Government 
in May 2007 that included representatives from a number of community 
councils and a representative from the Association of Scottish Community 
Councils (ASCC). Details of the working group can be accessed at: 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Government/local-
government/CommunityCouncils/ComCounWrkGrp/Q/editmode/on/forceupdat
e/on 

In addition, the Scottish Government is currently running five pilot schemes, 
which focus on community council elections, budget management and asset 
management.  These pilots were developed in partnership with ASCC and 
COSLA and the Scottish Government continues to work in partnership with 
these bodies to build the capacity of community councils. 
 
The ASCC is the national representative body for community councils and 
seeks to promote the role, effectiveness and status of community councils.  
Details on the role of the ASCC can be accessed at: 
http://www.ascc.org.uk/about 

Stephen Herbert 
Senior Researcher 
15 November 2010 
 

SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition 
briefings with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have 
any comments on any petition briefing you can email us at 
spice@scottish.parliament.uk 

Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition 
briefings is correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware 
however that these briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise 
amended to reflect subsequent changes. 
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